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"We are committed to praying
for and serving our campus
with prayer... a large number
of the student body are
committed to prayer as a
primary means to personal
revival in their lives, to revival
on campus, to intercession
for others, and to educating
the campus about prayer."

Over 200 Students Network
the Force of Prayer
"God did this whole thing. I could never have organized this on my own. It
began with 21 women and just blew up! God was working in the lives of so many
women long before He gave me this desire!"
So began Jennifer Joy Lutz, senior organizational communications major from
Orlando, Florida, when asked to describe a student-initiated campus ministry called
Prayer Force. In 1996, Jennifer and others became burdened that the campus needed
the support of a group of prayer warriors. Their desire was to involve 21 women, 3
of whom would pray together each day of the week for the specific requests of the
college family. "We thought we could be like this force of prayer for the Cedarville
College family; thus we came up with the name, Prayer Force."
But unexpectedly, as these 21 shared with their friends, more women wished to
get involved, and after one week of taking names, Jennifer counted over 200 women
who wished to be involved. "That is when I knew that I could not organize this on
my own." Jennifer and others soon set up a small group system of organization with
mentors at every level to assist with communication of prayer requests and
scheduling of prayer times. The schedule and roster both change every quarter.
"We are committed to praying for and serving our campus with prayer. This
certainly does not mean that prayer was not taking place on campus before we came
about. But now a large number of the student body are committed to prayer as
a primary means to personal revival in their lives, to revival on campus, to
intercession for others, and to educating the campus about prayer. As we are often
told at Cedarville, there is no better way to learn than by doing ."
In practice, this process has become efficient and almost immediate among
these 200 women. Beyond scheduled times seven days a week that begin with a
Prayer Request Card Party every Sunday evening, these hundreds can be praying for
a specific matter within minutes. Jennifer shared, "Last year, when one of our
students was rushed to the hospital, within 10 minutes through word of mouth, 300
were praying, and in one resident hall lounge, 100 women were praying together. We
never use e-mail for requests. The requests are handwritten by the person making the
request and then put on a ring with the rest of the requests. The intimacy of personal
contact is one of our values and something we wish to reinforce."
"We did not imagine how the word would spread that 200 are praying weekly in
one place. But it has, and now we receive requests from as far away as Florida,
which we then add to our own college family requests . It is so neat to see the
answers to prayer and the encouragement through prayer, but the more amazing
thing is that women are being educated on seeking God. Your prayers are only most
(continued on next page)

Cedar11ille College
Please Pray For...
•

Prayer Force and other
student-initiated groups; that
they will be protected from
Satan's attacks and continue
to grow as they serve God .

•

Cedarville's faculty who, like
Chris Miller, are striving to
use the resources God has
given as they educate and
train students for the future .

•

Student leaders on campus;
that they will continue to
serve the college family
effectively while gaining
knowledge and experience
to be leaders in their
churches and communities
after college.
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Integrating Resources to
Communicate God's Truth

D

r. Chris Miller, associate professor

of Bible, recently completed an
interactive compact disc (CD) for Baker
Book House to supplement their
textbook, Encountering the New
Testament. This resource will provide
insight into the historical, geographical,
and cultural background of the New
Testament. It includes photographs,
maps , interactive review questions ,
visual organizers, and video clips of the
Holy Land and the textbook authors.
Baker will release the book and CD later
this spring.
One of the distinctives that attracted
Dr. Miller to Cedarville was the
College's commitment to integrating
technology with education. "The whole
vision and implementation of a tool like
CedarNet excited me. Even now, receiving an award for the best network in the country
makes what I and others do with such tools in the classroom more credible," shared Miller.
His reputation for coupling technology with classroom content was the primary reason that
Baker Book House approached him to oversee this project, which included several other
faculty and students.
"I have always believed that technology, whatever it may be at the time , can be used to
communicate the truths of God 's Word. I enjoy experimenting with multimedia to see what
I can learn about how it helps students as they learn. A lot of Cedarville professors use
technology in their courses to help students better understand the material. My desire is to
give students a chance to learn more than they would by simply reading a textbook or
hearing my explanation . The use of multimedia in the classroom can help the students'
education come alive. "
Dr. Miller continues, "The use of technology allows students of all learning styles to
gain from each session, whether they be visual learners, auditory learners, or hands-on
learners. The students are able to picture events and places, hear about these events and
places, and interact with the information. Technology helps reinforce the lessons. I hope it
helps make the content easier to internalize and more pleasant to learn. "
"I want my students to walk away from class with a much bigger vision, a much more
accurate picture of who God is, and a much better picture of how the Bible reveals who
God is ," Dr. Miller concluded. 'Technology helps me share, and helps students know that
the Bible is a wonderfully written manual that is central to their lives."

(continued from front page)

effective when you are dealing with the sin in your life. Sins that hinder many Christian
women have no room to grow in the life of someone busy building others up through
prayer. It really does make right the rest of your life' "
Prayer Force has influenced Jennifer 's academic pursuits. Her senior project is an
analysis of the structure and dynamics of an organization like Prayer Force. In February,
she and the other leaders of Prayer Force organized the First Annual Women's Prayer
Conference to provide even more education.
"This really has given my education substance. At Cedarville, we are told over and
over to do something with what we know, to put feet to our faith. Well, I and the women of
Prayer Force made ourselves available to God who called over 200 of us to put our knees
to our faith ."
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Jason Malone:

"Humor and music
are a large part of
my life, so each has
played a large part
in communicating
God's message."

Student Body Chaplain
Update recently spoke with Jason Malone, this year's
elected student body chaplain. Jason hails from Greenville,
South Carolina and is a senior Christian education major
with a youth emphasis. While Dr. Dixon oversees all chapel
programming, he relies on Jason to coordinate all Student
Government Association (SGA) chapels, scheduled on most
Fridays each quarter.
Update: What intrigued you about serving as the student body chaplain?
Jason: In light of my major, I thought it would provide me good "hands-on"
experience. I did not view the student body as my "church" nor I as their
pastor, but I thought I could serve them in a variety of ways. I thought I
could better learn how to assess others' burdens, needs, and desires. But
the greatest benefit I saw was the opportunity to minister to others
one-on-one, to pray and share, to encourage. Speaking to the whole student
body is a bonus, but to deal with them one-on-one afterward is the
greater reward.
Update : Jason, we have heard and witnessed the influence that SGA chapels have
had on the student body this year. There seems to be a real fervor for
Friday chapels. Did you hope to bring anything unique to Friday chapels?
Jason: You cannot help but see that chapel services are very important at
Cedarville. I know of no other president at other colleges (my friends tell
me) who gets as involved as Dr. Dixon. Chapel services are the glue of
Cedarville! I have to reinforce this. However, the personality of the student
body chaplain is what makes each year's SGA chapels different. My
personality is very laid back; very relational. I like to "put the cookies on
the bottom shelf' so that when students leave chapel, each one has been
able to grasp something. Humor and music are a large part of my life, so
each has played a large part in communicating God's message. My
roommate and long-time friend, Matt Rexford, oversees the music.
Throughout the week we talk about the principles from God 's Word
to be shared and pray about how to communicate and include the students
in those.
Update: How has Cedarville prepared you for ministry beyond Cedarville as well
asfor this role?
Jason : Classes have been very important. My advisor, Dr. Cheryl Fawcett, is so
motivating, and her enthusiasm is contagious. She and my other professors
have instilled in me the tools to learn and develop, as well as to think and
discern for myself. But at Cedarville, it does not stop in the classroom.
They say, "Now, do something with it; make it real for you! Get involved."
Since church ministry-or life in general-is all about people, I was
encouraged to take advantage of leadership opportunities-SGA chaplain,
Advisory 7 (campus spiritual environment advisory group), being a RA
(residence hall advisor)-those are investments in people. Maybe they
have equipped me more than the classroom!
Update: Where do you see yourself after graduation in lune?
Jason: Good question! Youth ministry is all that I have wanted to do, to make
church an exciting place to go. But I will no doubt continue to do what I
and every other student at Cedarville is encouraged to do everyday, and
that is to try daily to become more like Jesus Christ. I still have a long way
to go, but we're encouraged to just keep on striving!

Matt Rexford and Jason Malone

Calendar of Events
March

24
23-27

31

Spring Quarter Instruction Begins
Spring Missionary Conference:
Dr. George Murray
General Director of TEAM
(The Evangelical Alliance Mission)
Career Link Day:
International Business

April

3
10-13
23-25,
30
28-30

Trustee Meetings
Chapel : Cal Thomas
Easter Vacation
Spring Play:
The Heiress
Chapel : Don Wyrtzen
May

1
1-2
1-3

7
25

Honor's Day Chapel Service
Spring Play: The Heiress
Parent's Weekend
Day of Prayer
Memorial Day Chapel Service
June

6

102nd Annual Commencement
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Around the Campus
Reaching the Community

During the 1998 Winter
Enrichment Conference,
Dr. Richard Allan Farmer used
the morning and evening

FreshStart, a program coordinated by the Department of Social Work, provides
professional clothing to men and women who are seeking employment, many for
the first time. Started in 1995 , FreshStart seeks donated clothing from College and
community families and in tum makes it available to any in the suITounding
community who need such clothing, but cannot afford it.
" It is a great opportunity for our students to serve those who are less fortunate .
They learn how to serve first hand, as well as better understand how a non-profit
organization operates," shared Cindy Sutter-Tkel, assistant professor of social
work and coordinator of Fresh Start. "Not only do our Social Work majors get
involved, but other student organizations have helped us organize clothing drives,
sorted clothing, as well as conducted appointments for those desiring clothing."
"It is another way for us to practice what we often preach, and that is to lend a
helping hand to those in need. It is great to see the expression on the faces of those
we help, and to hear how a small thing like providing them clothing added to that
confidence in getting a job and providing for themselves," concluded Professor
Sutter-Tkel.

chapel services to challenge the
college family from the Word of
God on how to invest in
heavenly treasures .
"If you are not careful, you
can be owned by possessions,
and all your treasures will be
things that you can touch .
There are only two things that
will last-the Word of God and
people. If you want to lay up
treasures in heaven, you should
be investing in the Word of
God and introducing people to
the Lord . Where are you laying
up your treasures?"

CEDARVILLE
COLLEGE

Cedarville College's
~piritual Heritage Tour of Greece,

the Greek lrlandr, and Epher ur
Retrace the Apostle Paul's Second Missionary Journey
and Visit Sites of First Century Christianity
featuring the informative and inspirational commentary of
Dr. Robert Gromacki, Cedarville College Distinguished Professor
of Bible and Greek

July 10-21, 1998

For more information, contact:
Dr. Martin Clark
Vice President.for Development
937-766-7810

Cedarville College
PO. Box 601
Cedarville, Ohio 45314

William Gibson Society
In the last issue of Update, we announced the formation of the William Gibson
Society, an appreciation group for those persons who have named Cedarville College
as a beneficiary in their will or living trust. The society is named for William Gibson,
a businessman from Cincinnati who gave the first bequest to Cedarville College
in 1891.
We continue to enjoy a gratifying response from those who have elevated
Cedarville College to family status as part of their estate plans and have asked to be
included as charter members of the William Gibson Society.
For those who may have missed the announcement or who have not yet responded,
there is still time to act. Everyone who asks to be included as a charter member of the
Willi am Gibson Society will receive a complimentary copy of Cedarville College, A
Century of Commitment, Dr. J. Murray Murdoch 's compilation of the history of the
first I 00 years of Cedarville College. Charter members will also receive a
subscription to the quarterly devotional booklet, First Light.
To enroll as a William Gibson Society charter member, please call the Cedarville
College Office of Planned Giving at 800-766-1115 , or send e-mail to
bartletd@cedarville.edu.

